Project 2: Wikipedia Reflection Essay

 
Goals
For this project, you’ll write a more traditional essay in the form of a reflection which attempts to accomplish the following goals:

1. Provide a narrative of your experience creating a Wikipedia article, your observations of other Wikipedia articles, and the various elements of Wikipedia as a discourse community (e.g. drawing board, article wizard, edit function, history function, discussion function).

2. Reflect on what you learned in three areas:
· “traditional” writing skills like source retrieval, evaluation and incorporation,                       
    summary, quoting, writing styles / tones, etc. 

· writing as a social act; intertextuality, collaboration, etc.

· writing as recursive, multifaceted process.


In other words, how has your knowledge in these three areas grown as a result of examining Wikipedia as a model for writing and knowledge production? For example, what did you learn about writing from your participation on the “Drawing Board”?

3. Conclude the essay by discussing and speculating on how online forums like Wikipedia are changing the way knowledge is distributed and created in the 21st century? Is this change an advantage over more traditional or established methods?

Another way to think about this project: I want you to apply some of the concepts presented in Writing About Writing to the discourse community of Wikipedia and to your experience composing in that discourse community.


Formal requirements
Length: 4-5 pp. (1200-1500 words)
Sources: 2-3
Format: Blog Post
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